Ready to continue
exploring Toronto’s
Central Waterfront?



Today’s tour — part of
our summer long series
exploring Toronto’s
waterside structures and
landscapes — Is the
second part of our
Central Waterfront tour



If you missed the first

part go check it out Iin

our Stories Highlights
right on our profile.

Don’t worry, we’ll wait
for you!
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Today’s tour picks up‘where we last
left off, as we cross over the Simcoe
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...and then heads east among the
quays, slips and docks to a

neighbourhood still unde
construction — East Bayfront!




“~  York Quay was among the first quays
of our industrial waterfront to
undergo revitalization and is nhow
home to Harbourfront Centre, a
not-for-profit cultural organization
that is a leader for contemporary arts,
culture and ideas.



It all started back in 1972 when, as
part of an election promise, the
federal government purchased 100
acres of derelict waterfront property
(everything we have walked in this
tour so far!) with the aim of
establishing a new recreational and

cultural park along the water’s edge.

% York Quay, 1980s,
City of Toronto Archives




Harbourfront Corporation, the
predecessor of Harbourfront Centre,
was established in 1976 to fulfill this
mandate — a slow and gradual
process that started with some
planters, paint and temporary artist
spaces and grew into the vibrant
cultural campus we see today

% York Quay, 1980s,
City of Toronto Archives




IS cultural
ive reuse of

A unique feature of th
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~ two service buildings that were
~ converted into a contemporary art.
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(also by Moores & Dunford)

,A :%;once Canada’s largest warehouse,

, _’ftransformed in 1987 by the Zeidler
__Roberts Partnership into a mixed-use

;,;f;;f:»complex including cultural spaces,

~ residences, offices and retail
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~ Pro-tip: We recommend throwing on
your mask and checking out the innerg®
atrium space of the terminal building™_
— they opened three atria byp”
removing floors and leaving the _(* g
concrete “mushroom” columns and
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highlights mclud‘e‘...
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...Waterglass by Canadian "
Sarah Hall, a large scale permanent ~ ~'\\
. . . . n % 1 _
installation integrated into the™

that light the theat

s
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...and Light Cascade, created byj._ ’:ﬁ\m
| James Carpenter Design Associates, ...
n.\\, ﬁanother integrated art piece WhICh et

"forms part of the lighting and i

lv"mventllatlon shaft of a three-storey
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At grade, the parking garage’s
pedestrian entrance also makes room
for temporary art displays complete
with integrated lighting creatlng a’
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Stitching everything together is a
series of flexible landscapes and
open spaces (and lots of seating!)
designed to host numerous events

throughout the year. Highlights _
mclude...
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completed in 2013 and designed by
Michael Van Valkenburgh and
-~ Associates, it replaced a parking lotF=
_~ with a contemplative spacefifg - -
surrounded by 41 Metasequoia (
__redwood) trees. ... &7
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...and on the northern edge of the
campus is Ontario Square, a large

500 quaking aspen trees and

featuring a black and white geometric
paving inspired by ice flows in the

harbourm ‘ - ‘ .



https://docs.google.com/file/d/18vPyBzZl_NU7PIkaCaGaFNn_37yoqrR7/preview
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make sure to look down and you’ll

»57

catch the school of 42 bronze fishe:

- . - I - . .

ptures created by local artis

B

Stephen Radmacher. They were all

w

carefully removed and reinstalled




—Across the slip and behind the

I - towers of Harbour Square, the first

gl —-large private redevelopment of the™
'l: waterfront, is the picturesque™ =~

[J-: Harbour Square Park West — a __ B
¥ "hidden gem with stunning gardens ™.
!‘a structures! . P

B
54
t‘.'

[

Ty




s ‘Archltects as part of the area’s "
4Aredevelopment in the 19803 an

e ,-ArchltectS with Natale and Scott“_gn
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&.;pool with reeds) is the only built partf
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Now make your way east along the

boardwalk to our next destination...
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reS|stant shoreline built W|th Sl 7.. A

‘"branches of native species. It = the:».r‘-‘" -

oy -

“only place in the centralwaterfront \':t,, e



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1UYhHPhr5lzeE4rs4T8yVw1Sm4Ti7jPLJ/preview
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IThe ferry termlnal has changed = _-i?:

‘when archltect Walter Agius designed
a new terminal as part of the Brutalist ——
- redevelopment prOJect that included:

the neighbouring hotel” —
-

-
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In 2014 Iooklng to |mprove the\ ,_..,,,.;.!
ferry facilities and prowdef""‘
lcontinuous access to thefz

waterfront, Waterfront Toronto'_h—

held an international competition=

= _ '. - forits redevelopment along with—"=

=T the adjacent public spac s*ri




a seamless mtegratlon between'-::;;.<
Iandscape and architecture featurlng%\ '
an undulating walkable roof with.
native plants and a matching
landscape with heavily planted hills
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Underneath the undulatlng roof W|II§ &
‘= feature a unique wood structure andyg

-«Qypu approach the terminal all the way
S e T s ~ from Queens Quay
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...and this is the path to
_follow for our next top'
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to get to the next stop you’ll need toi W
walk east along a

yet-to-be-redeveloped eastern portion ' 4 LF I
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Queens Quay where new bundmgsg
are quickly rising on either side —
think about it as this season’s under
construction TSA tour'



YW !

“"?i; '

? o brldge-llke components meant to
fevoke the gantrles used to Ioad cargo
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- deS|gned by Architects Alliance with:

- Along the ‘way you W|II pass by
& Pier 27, a residential complex




& 7a publlc walkway WhICh connects
WQueens Quay to the water’s edge

punctuated by a series of works
;iwitltled A Series of Whirlpool Field
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y Manoeuyres by American artist
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“The Iargest one is known as -
= the Toronto Twister 2R

y
ol ’
15 S ‘z:"'J‘ =
(78 XS | "
‘){;“ ;T_._‘ :
f)- Vo AN SN 4’ 7 e | \
£ 5.t R, 4 ; " -
vy
i / p -
7
' v
‘

- e ——
— e 4
e ——
—
S~ -
~ e Ot -
Ry, L

R
&Qfﬁ;&w R



< N Y
ROYATAN *”’?AA s"-s,v

\';‘ AN

SEANMN AN AN
a3

1 08 I N e
XAISLERLEEVEEEREY

gy

&
(T

|
(T
"\,z .f';r
',‘M B

N\

—
Y

L T

]

;- |.<|; :ﬂ o
% 1

.LLlLLLLLLLLLLL[l¥“

. . &= \
’1' {u | L =
U avrell L - [
y K T |
| fe
sl B i -
7 = = - I eF
- - i & =] o
— — — — —
w//
— & et
— - - /
] . ~
~ -

k208 e o = - oW oo ——

— -~ —— = —
r
-
- - —
— =
s = - - — ,_*'
- - - e
— s e — g :

- — -y -
- S

be your first clue that you are
“arriving to our next destination, the
~quickly emerging neighbourhood
of East Bayfront K




The first neighbourhood planned

accommodate
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The nelghbourhood is also home to ‘ﬁ;&é
“the last remaining industrial bmldlng""“**’é

S
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-.ﬁ.stlll active on the northern shore oF ——

%,,,,;fSugar Reflnery deS|gned by Gordon

-~ S. Adamson Associates with H.G.- %:-
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The refinery and its sweet product
were the inspiration behind our next

stop located just across Jarvis Slip,
the very aptly named Sugar Beach!
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Opened in 2010 and deS|gned by L7
Claude Cormier and associés W|th
The Planning Partnership, it is
RgliToronto’s second urban beach (after
. WHTO Park) and like its predecessor it
recalls a painting by french artist/ # oW

Seurat: Bathers at Asnieres




wh|m3|cal references to suga

'from Quebec that were cut up,

transported and put back togethe
eir new home!

!




...and the 36 cotton candy pink
umbrellas, a perfect spot to watch
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'Ypink umbrella so that everyonelsl;
gets the opportunity to experience
the beach and one-of-a-kind view!

R/)...there is even a fully accessible
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...even the trees fit the theme!
The main walking path is lined
with some very quickly maturing

v
maples »* — it’s quite the sight in

the fall! - -
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Speaklng of trees contlnue hegl

" east along the water’s edge *." .. : -
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promenade, another part of the’ , %

“**“""‘award-wmnlng public realm plan
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decade ago this is what the water’sf®
edge looked like — and it wasn’ts =
accessible to the ubli!




As _you walk east you'll head -"t‘? |

. “newer and newer portions of the’.Z

.promenade with younger trees that,".
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'Connectlng to the promenade and :

extendlng two blocks north is";

aterfront park WhICh was
completed in 2011
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Designed by a team including PFSE
Studio, The Planning Partnership,
Teeple Architects, Jill Anholt & the
Municipal Infrastructure Group,

ust a great park — it Is also a
stormwater treatment facility which
celebrates water in unique ways!




This 1s how It works.

After a storm, runoff from the

neighbourhood will be collected In a

20 meters tall, 12 metres wide
stormwater shaft concealed unde

the public realm.

LAKE

H
H
H
H

DOCKWALL
REINFORCING '~
DOCKWALL




—
R —
—
=
-
—
N
—
—

—
B
=
—
e
—
-
-~
=
-_—
-
—

Once there water will be pumped t

the new stormwater facility in thef/ y j
est Don Lands for initial treatment, =

with a portion of the treated flows

returning to the East Bayfront for, -

final treatment at the SherbourneX




,'...“.\"Nh-I.Ch is Iocated mkthe basement >‘*\
~of the beautiful zinc-clad pavilion

designed by Teeple Architects (which.
also houses publlc washroos and
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,,% _ tothe north end of the park where!

it cascades down nght Showers

r' .’./0'

.functlonal sculptures designed
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land co’ntlnues to head south to thek

Iake along a 240-metre long urban
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¢ ,0nce you are done soaking it all in,

.. “keep walking east until you reach the
“__w newest waterfront park and our last

_ official stop in the tour — Aitken

= Place Park, opened in 2019 and

= designed by Forrec Ltd. with
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The park shines at night when Light
Keeper, a permanent installation by
Caitlind r.c. Brown, Wayne Garrett,
and Studio North creates waves o
rainbow light in tune with the speed
of the wind



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BR-C_2HdDJt7hnQlsOsgkee9XxdVPi7I/preview

It also projects a moon clock
beamed onto the concrete urban
~ porch of the park, showing the

current moon phase
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rom here walking east means going
nto a construction site, but take a
ook out over the harbour towards the
nort lands and you’ll catch a glimpse
of one of the most ambitious projects
in Toronto’s recent history
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Over there Waterfront Toronto is hard
at work reshaping the mouth of the
Don River, a project scheduled to be
completed by 2024 which will reduce
flood risk, clean polluted land,
restore long lost habitat and create a
new publicly accessible parkland -
oh, and create a brand new island!
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...but that’s a story for another time

(and another tour!) as the waterfront
,,contlnues its decades-long

wtransformatlon process




tral Waterf

— (at least for now) = =
Now it’s your
_ turn to go out
and explore!
Thanks for joining us!




...and remember, when
exploring bring some
water, wear some sun
screen and make sure to
practice physical
distancing!



...and don’t forget to
share your explorations
with us!

@tosoarch
#TSATour



